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On Pesach, we all know that children ask the four questions. The four questions that they
ask are not really in order. The first question is, why on all other nights do we eat chometz
and matzah, but on this night we only eat matzah, that on all other nights we eat different
kinds of herbs, but on this night we eat bitter herbs? Actually, we do not eat matzah or
bitter herbs until the end of the seder. The next two questions are, on all other nights we do
not dip even once, but on this night we dip twice, that on all other nights we eat either sitting
or leaning, but tonight all of us lean. Actually, the last question should be the first question,
because we begin the séer by leaning. When we first drink the kiddush wine, we lean, and
the third question should be the second question, because the third thing we do at the seder is
to take some parsley or vegetable and dip it into salt water. The questions are completely out

of order. Why should this be so?

One answer that is given is because on this night we are going from slavery to freedom, and,
therefore, we first talk about the symbols of slavery, matzah and maror, and then go to the
symbols of freedom, dipping and leaning. This answer is not really too satisfactory because
both matzah and maror have positive as well as negative connotations. In fact, in the
Haggadah where Rabbi Gamliel explains the symbol of Pesach, we stress only the positive
meaning, that we left in such a hurry that we did not have the opportunity to let our bread
rise. In other words, the matzah of the seder is the matzah of freedom and not the matzah of
slavery. When we talk about the bitterness of Egypt, too, we talk only about the work, not
about the killing of the firstborn, the separation of husbands and wives, the beatings, etc.

Work can also be sweet if we choose it for ourselves. That's why we dip the maror into the
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harosis, and harosis is sweet. It is true, too, before the destruction of the Temple, there was
another question substituted for leaning and sitting, and that had to do with the Korban
Pesach. The question was asked, why on all other nights do we eat meat either barbecued or
cooked, but on this night we cat only barbecue? Of course, since the destruction of the
Temple, we have not had a paschal sacrifice, so we are not allowed to eat barbecued meat on
seder night. Yerushalmi says that there were only three questions asked about the three
special matzahs of seder night, the matzah, the maror, and the paschal lamb. The rabbis,
though, instituted since the destruction of the Temple, that we say these four blessings. Why

did they institute that we should say them in this order?

The answer, I believe, is connected to what we do right before we say the Manishtanah. We
break the middle matzah. Of course, we do that also to demonstrate that the matzah is the
bread of affliction and also to show that we are ready to give part of our matzah to the poor.
We take the half of the middle matzah, we break and wrap it up for the afikomen, but there
is a deeper meaning for it, and that is that life is filled with problems, problems that can
never really be resolved. We live in an imperfect world, in an unredeemed work, and until
the Mashiach comes, we are always going to have problems. One of the big fallacies of our
era is that somehow we have to resolve all our problems. People are counseled that if they
cannot resolve their problems, they should get out of these types of relationships, whether
with an individual, a family, or a community, but life is filled with problems that are

unresolvable. One of the reasons people flee to drugs and alcohol is because they perceive
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that reality is too harsh for them, and they seek an escape. Even workaholics can suffer from
this type of feeling. There are always going to be problems. In fact, every time we solve
one problem, we will get another problems, but this does not mean we should not solve
problems. The problems of hunger are much more severe than the problems of overeating or
too much food. Hunger will kill you in 30 days. It takes a long time for cholesterol to kill
you. Even today we keep getting all sorts of contradictory advice. Now they say if you
have too low cholesterol you will die of suicide or be murdered because you become over
aggressive, but there still will be problems. One of the reasons for so many divorces today is
people want relationships that are completely problem free. There is no such thing. Of
course, there are certain severe problems which demand a divorce, like violence, but many
people get a divorce and marry somebody else and still have problems, because in life there
is nothing perfect. We all have to live lives confronting problems. Even after the Jewish
people were redeemed from Egypt, they were still going to have problems. The matzah is
broken. Even the Haggadah states that when it states that we are to talk about the exodus
from Egypt even during the nights. Freedom brings responsibility, and many times people
like to shirk responsibility. In fact, the truth of the matter is, if you give people a choice
between economic security and freedom filled with hardship, they will choose economic
security. They do not want the uncertainty of freedom and the problems and responsibilities
that go with it. The Jewish people were a slave people when they left Egypt and were not
sure they could handle these responsibilities.
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That's why the questions are in the order they are, to teach us that we are still going to have
problems, but we should not shirk from the problems. We should remember G-d is there to
help us. He will help us overcome all problems just as He helped us overcome the terrible

problem of slavery by bringing us out of Egypt.

I am reminded of the story they tell about a chosed who was very particular about the
mitzvah of cleaning out the chometz and worked for weeks and weeks to make sure his house
was completely free from chometz. Everything went well until in the middle of Chol
Hamoed, he went to the well to pull out water and found floating on top of the well a loaf of
bread. He immediately cried out in anguish, "All Pesach I have been drinking water tinged
with chometz!" He did not know what to do. He went to his rebbe and asked what he
should do. The rebbe asked, "Did you clean diligently as much as you could to rid yourself
of chometz?" The man said he did. The rebbe asked, "Did you also pray to G-d?" He
replied, "No, I failed to do that." We should always realize that G-d is there to help us. We
do not have to worry about what if this or that happens. As long as we do our best, G-d will
help us. After all, what is this whole concept of chometz have to do with a holiday of

freedom?

Chometz is different than any other type of kosher law, Why? Because generally if a person
drops accidentally some milk into meat and if the quantity of meat is large enough, the milk

is void and you can eat the meat. A few months ago, somebody called me and said they
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were making chicken soup and accidentally took what they thought was parve cream and put
it in the soup, only to discover it was real cream. They asked what to do. I asked was there
60 times the chicken soup against the cream. They said yes, much more, probably 100
times. I said, "Enjoy the soup.” The next week they called again and said, "You know, the
soup tasted so good, can I do it again this week on purpose?” Of course, I said no and they
should not even ask such a question, but the law of chometz on Pesach is completely
different. Even if one drop of chometz would fall into a trillion drops of kosher for Pesach
food, the whole thing would have to be thrown away. This is an impossible standard. It
demands perfection. We know we could not maintain this type of standard unless we have
G-d's help, and G-d has promised us that He will help us overcome our problems. That's
why it is a custom among many Jewish families to save a piece of the afikomen. Some do it
as a segula, as sort of a protection against the plagues of Egypt and assimilation, etc., but the
underlying reason for it is that the afikomen stands for the hope that all our problems will
eventually be overcome. They are not now. We still live with a broken matzah, but
eventually they will when the Mashiach comes, but right now we must learn to live with our
problems and solve them one by one, always knowing that if we solve one problems there
will be another problem, but it will be a better problem. We know that it is much better to
have the problem of being married than not being married, the problems of having children
than not having children, the problems of maintaining your health rather than the problems of
sickness, etc. The Manishtanah teaches us that freedom is wonderful, but there will still be

problems. We should not worry, though, because with G-d's help we will be able to live
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with our problems and overcome them, maybe not always solve them, but at the end of days
our problems will be solved. Right now we must learn to deal with them and overcome them

one by one.

I am reminded of the story they tell about how King Hussein called President Clinton and
said, "I had a wonderful dream last night. I dreamed that all over Washington, D.C. there
were banners and flags in Arabic.” Clinton asked, "What did the banners say?” Hussein
replied, "Peace and goodwill and harmony." Clinton said, "That's wonderful. I, too, had a
dream. I dreamed I was in Bagdad and all sorts of flags and streamers were all over the
city.” Hussein asked, "What did they say?" Clinton replied, "I don't know, I can't read

Hebrew."

We all hope and pray that eventually all the problems will be solved, even the problems of
the Middle East, but we should not despair and work at the problems one by one, even if it is
true, as the Jerusalem Post said, that Iran has four atomic bombs. We know if we will keep
doing our bit, G-d will do His, and eventually if we live this type of life, the Mashiach will

come so peace and harmony will rule in the world. Amen.




